Conway League of Artists

Newsletter

Conway, Arkansas

April 9 — New Date for
Hendrix Creek Preserves
Paint Out

NEW DATE: April 9nd from 10am-2pm.

Come capture spring on the trails of the Hendrix Creek
Preserves. The preserves are at the back of Hendrix Village
off of Sanders Road with parking in the area. Please bring a
chair and a sack lunch (or get lunch at a nearby restaurant). If
inclement weather, paint-out will be postponed. For more
information, please contact Leslie Collier at
beel212house@yahoo.com

Dorris Curtis Scholarship

The Conway League of Artists contributed $500 to the Dorris
Curtis Scholarship fund for this school year. The most current
year's recipient is Katelyn England Bello who graduated Fall
2021 with a BA in Fine Arts. Katelyn has relocated and will not
be available to present at our April meeting. We congratulate
her for receiving the Dorris Curtis scholarship and for
graduating from UCA.
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“Art is taking a small piece of the
infinite world inside us and bringing it

to the outside world!”’
— Mehmet Murat ildan

Coe Wilson will be the

presenter at the next CLA
meeting April 13 @ 6pm at
the McGee Center, 3800
College Avenue, Conway.
(When entering the building,
first room on the left.)

The presenter will be Coe
Wilson, who has won multiple
awards for her beautiful oil
paintings. Coe will
demonstrate how to paint
dynamic clouds using olls.
Learn about value, color,
texture, and depth.

We will also have Art of the
Month for April, so please
bring one artwork to be voted
on. The top five works will be
put out in select locations
around Conway.

We will have light
refreshments; we ask that you
bring bottled water, bottled or
canned sodas (no liters) or
individual packaged snacks or
chips. Masks will be optional
but encouraged. Please
come out and get re-
acquainted with friends and
fellow artists. We also
welcome guests and look
forward to seeing new faces
at our meetings!




ART of the

Conway Chamber of Commerce
Sally Roden "Cool Waters #1"
Sheila Parsons "Petit Jean View #4" (above)

Faulkner County Library

Virginia Miller "Where Did They Go"
Blueflower Skye "Pony In Rain"

Coe Wilson "Untitled Portrait" (upper right)

First Security Bank
Layton Weaver "The Swan" (right)

Currently there are 6 pieces of artwork on display in
Conway for March 2022 Art of the Month. Bring your
work to next month’s meeting to be voted on!




Meet New CLA Member - Mary Hicks

“am...

a retired hospice nurse. I'm married, and my husband, Mike, and |
were both born in Arkansas but had moved to Arizona (Phoenix
area) about 30 years ago. We just moved back to Arkansas last
summer to be near family.

I've enjoyed art all my life but did not begin oil painting till 2018.
Then in 2019 | took a Plein Air workshop from my all-time favorite
artist - Bill Cramer - and have been hooked ever since.

Right now, we have a home under construction, but as soon as
that's done | plan to devote all my spare time to painting, hiking
and reading.

I’'m hoping to find my new “tribe” of outdoor painters and if any
happen to be hikers too - all the better. I'm also thinking | may
want to start trying to sell my art so looking for any tips/guidance
on the business aspect of painting in Arkansas. ”

And here are some pics: | try to paint my own Christmas cards
each year - so that's what the first two are.

Then | have painted “requests” for friends - favorite people or pet
portraits. And the bottom right is a scene from Arizona.

The paintbrushes were from January's
Strada “paint from life” challenge. I'd
never done Still Life before and most of
the 31 days were forgettable, but the
brushes were a lot of fun. | also painted a
Fiesta mug that turned out surprisingly
well.

Thank you so much for thinking of me -
I'm looking forward to meeting you all.
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Robert Bean’s CLA Presentation

Robert Bean, drawing and painting chair at Arkansas
Museum of Fine Arts and figure drawing instructor at
UALR, shared his Zoom presentation “The Narrative and
Composition in Visual Art” on March 12th. During his
presentation, he shared what makes a compelling
composition and how he uses the design principles to tell a
story within his artwork. See his handouts below.

4
Aspects of Composition

What is composition?

At its core, composition is the arrangement of component paris of an image in a piece of artwork,
done in an effort fo create an engaging and interesting visual to look at. Successtul compositions will

manipulate the viewer's eye in such a way that it wanders across the image surface in the way the artist

intended.
Aspects of Composition

* Balance: the perceived distribution of visual weights in @ compesition that seeks to create a

sense of equillibruim for the viewer. There are four kinds of balance:

1. Symmetrical

2. Asymmetrical

3. Radial

4. Crystallographic (all over pattern]

* Contrast: Confrast is also a term used in the Principles of Design, but when talked about in
terms of composition, it can be more than just the use of dark and light. It might also refer o
the contrast between subjects or shapes as well. It is often used to amplify other aspects of

compaosition.

* Emphasis or Focal Point: The focal point is an area of high emphasis in the composition,
often drawing the viewer's eye to that spot and is often used by the artist to help guide the viewer

in a particular way.

1. often referred to as the most important aspect or component of an artwork

2. often where the viewer's eye keeps coming back fo rest

3. it can be achieved many ways, including but not limited to the use of color, contrast, iso-
lation placement, degree of emphasis, absence, and perspective

4. you can have more than one point of emphasis as long as they don’t compete

robert@rbfineart.com
www.rbfineart.com
Instagram: @rbfineart
www.patreon.com/rbfineart




Aspects of Composition

Movement: movement is the act of creating a path that the viewer’s eye will follow through-

out the image, often leading the viewer to a specific component of the compesition. It can be

achieved through the use of:

. Arrangement of objects
. line [especially diagonals)
. Color

4. Rhythm

* Repetition: the act of using a single object over and over in a composition, often in support of a

sense of movement or confrast. Could also be created using a color or value repetition.

* Pattern: pattern is created by using a repeating set of objects in a recurring and regular ar-

rangement; it often helps to amplify contrast and movement and rhythm.

* Rhythm: rhythm is like repefition and pattern in that it uses several objects repeated, but it does

so with variations instead of the exact same grouping or single object.

* Proportion/Scale: the relative size of paris of a whole; in compositional terms, this means the
relative size of different objects of an image. Proportion and Scale can be used io heighten a

sense of movement or focal point, or even create rhythm.

* Unity: Also one of the Principles of Design, unity is a somewhat difficult term to describe, but you
know it when you see it. Unity is the act of irying fo make sure every aspect of an image feels in
balance and like it is supposed to belong, creafing a sense of harmeny, belonging together and

feeling unified.

* Variety: Another Principle of Design, variety is the act of combining visual aspects to create
complex and infricate relationships. It is often employed to create a more dynamic image and

make the work more interesting.

robert@rbfineart.com
www.rbfineart.com
Instagram: @rbfineart
www.patreon.com/rbfineart

Robert Bean Art Instruction

Robert’s April classes are live and open for registration on
his website, which you can find at the link below (copy and
paste):

https://rb-fine-art.square.site/classes




0-South Watercolorists
Exhibition
March 4 - April 29, 2022
William F. Laman Public Library-MainiBraEh

2801 Orange Street
North Little Rock, Arkansas

Baum Gallery — University of
Central Arkansas
BA/BFA Juried Senior Exhibition

Works in all media by graduating seniors in the UCA
Department of Art
Exhibition On View:
Thursday, April 7 to April 28,2022
Opening Reception:
Thursday, April 7, 2021, 4:00-7:00 PM

Hope to see you at the next
CLA meeting on April 13!

Coe Wilson will be the presenter at the next CLA meeting
April 13 @ 6pm at the McGee Center, 3800 College Avenue,
Conway. (When entering the building, first room on the left.)




