Conway League of Artists

Newsletter July 2024

Please join us . . .

July 8, 2024 @ 6:00 pm June 27 - “Thursday Create
Member Meeting, Faulkner County Library Together™- Paint Together at the
Library 9:00 am-1:00 pm
“Make Your Paintings Pop” with Kenneth . i~ i
Williams July 8 - Member meeting, 6:00
pm, Faulkner County Library
Accomplished artist Kenneth Williams will discuss focal point, “Make Your Paintings Pop” with
contrast, and color systems in order to help attract the viewer’s Kenneth Williams
eye. See page 2 to find out more about Kenneth and his art
journey. July 11 - Field Trip to Arkansas
Museum of Fine Arts for the
Delta Exhibit.
, July 19- Coffee & Conversation
ol 'J Thursday at Faulknere County Library
oo create together
" July 26 - “Create Together’ @
” :!l _r/ Thursday Faulkner County Library
’ et en N August 12 - Member Meeting,
S~ 6:00 pm, Faulkner County
e /< 5 !
i;a '_j Thumrsgay ' Library. Faye Hedera - “Book
l ] o Wiiscariic lllustration”
r e ‘J o 1- F - ’! /l ThurSday.'
9:00 AM at the Faulkner County Library ..  — [ create together -
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW

FOR THE FALL SHOW
Stephens to Present Watercolor

Workshop o The Fall theme is
“Reflections and
Award-winning watercolorist Richard Stephens will present a two-day Recollections”
watercolor workshop in Fairfield Bay at the Lions Club, 365 Dave e Drop Off October 3
Creek Pkwy, on July 15 and 16. Sponsored by the North Central e October 14 will be the

Arkansas Artist League, cost to members is $150; nonmembers

) Fall Show awards in the
$175, due in full by June 30.

stage area with a
For further information, including a supply list, and to pay, contact reception.

Treasurer Donna Buercklin, 49 Burk Lane, Greers Ferry, AR 72067, e Pick up November 11th
501-250-3279.




—

A Letter from the President

Sitting in my window, | have the framed
quote of A.A. Milne “You are braver than you
believe, stronger than you seem and smarter
than you think.” My dad often quoted this
and my brother included it in his wedding.
What is the value of such a simple saying
written for a stuffed bear, and, more
importantly, how does it affect my art? | think
this quote by Suzy Kassem answers that
question. “Have faith in your skills, negative
thoughts kill. Self-doubt will kill your dreams before others do. Doubt
kills more dreams than failure ever will.”

I love to talk to people about art; the art they love, the art they are
making, and the art they are planning to make. It is fun to hear their
stories. Sometimes people share their doubts. “I don’t know what |
am doing, I’'m not as good as other people, or | can’t think of
anything to paint” | would like to say to all of you, don’t doubt
yourself. If you are just beginning, follow Maya Angelou’s advice, “Do
the best you can until you know better. Then when you know better,
do better.” That is really all anyone can ask, that you do what you
can and continue to grow.

| have been painting long enough that | have some technical skill, but
doubt still comes along and throws up roadblocks. “Why try
something new, what if this idea in my mind doesn’t work, what if |
fail?” This is where the A.A. Milne quote comes in, be brave! Set aside
your doubt and try.

“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be
done without hope and confidence.” Helen Keller

My hope for you this month is that you will go to a class, or a gallery,
or watch a video and be inspired. Then go create something that is
meaningful to you.

| want to say thank you this month to Mary Hicks and Marilyn
Rishkofski. They have put together several wonderful field trips this
year with more to come! Viewing art with other artists is a great
inspiration. Thank you!

Christina Blum
President, Conway League of Artist
~Educate, Promote, Inspire, Connect™

“I' have lived in Maumelle since
2010. | am semi-retired. |
began my career illustrating
fisheries extension publications
that I regularly wrote as a part
of my job as a fisheries
extension specialist in
Oklahoma. | was self-taught
and had to study and practice
intensely to produce publishable
illustrations. | have continued
my studies throughout the
years. | Have worked as a
science illustrator for about 18
years. l illustrated mostly
agricultural and aquatic
sciences related publications
including several books on meat
and dairy goat production,
magazine articles, numerous
extension service publications
and educational materials. |
have taught courses in
beginning watercolor, drawing,
multimedia and urban sketching
at LifeQuest in Little Rock and
at the Maumelle Center on the
Lake. | have taught workshops
in sketching for the public
libraries and universities. My
artistic activities are centered
around travel sketching, urban
sketching and portrait
sketching. | sketch something
almost every day.”
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New Members

Delta Trlennlal— Fleld Tl’lp CLA offers a warm welcome to

three new members who

joined at the last meeting:
e Avery Ingram

Betty Fletcher

Scarlett Acuna

Conway League of Artists has scheduled a field trip to
visit the Delta Triennial on Thursday July 11,
Information below is excerpted from the Arkansas
Museum of Fine Arts’ (AMFA) website.

For more thﬁyears, the Delta exhibition has elevated and
promoted awareness of artists born in or working in Arkansas and
its surrounding states: Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma,
Tennessee, and Texas.

Founded by AMFA in 1958 as a juried exhibition, the Delta is named
after the fertile floodplains surrounding the Mississippi River and
seeks to amplify artistic voices in the Mid-South as they reflect
complex histories and shifts in the cultural landscape.

S -

RS -
New CLA member Betty Fletcher
participated in North Little Rock’s 3rd

“This year, AMFA received over 1,200 applications — a record- :
Friday Art Walk. Her booth was set up at

breaking number for AMFA’s Delta exhibition. The sheer volume of the Arkansas Regional Innovation Hub.
applicants allowed jurors to select a truly exceptional showcase of art
from the Mid-South. The 2024 Delta Triennial will be a display of
unparalleled creativity and talent, making it a must-see exhibition
for art enthusiasts and museumgoers alike.” — Brian J. Lang, Chief R——
Curator and Windgate Foundation Curator of Contemporary Craft : . 5#“;:

Dorris Curtis Winner

About the CLA Field Trip . . .

Our July “Outing” will be on Thursday July 11th to see the Delta
Triennial Exhibition at The Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts. This
prestigious juried exhibition seeks to promote the works of artists in
all mediums who live and work in the Mid-South.

Our plan is eat lunch there at AMFA. And for those who are
interested we may also go to the Arkansas Pastel Society’s art show
at the Thea Foundation in Argenta in the afternoon before coming
back to Conway.

We will leave at 9:00 from the West side of the Conway library. (Or Mary Hicks was last month’s winner of

drive to AMFA yourself and meet us there between 9:45 — 10:00). the Dorris Curtis drawing. She had
some difficulty choosing which of the
. . . many poured paintings of Alene's she
Come join us! To sign up, please contact Mary Hicks at: wanted, but in the end, she chose this

hicksmary1953@gmail.com. beauty.




Art of the Month - June / July

Way to go! These beautiful paig#ings are currently on display at
several banks around Conw
Art of the Month.

to Virginia Potter for her AoM sale last month!

Do you ever visit CLA's Facebook Page?
Lots of interesting information is shared on the
Conway League of Artists’ Facebook page.

Dorris Curtis Raffle

This piece was intended to be raffled off
last month, but instead we used one of
Alene’s poured paintings.

X

]

So, once again ... Straight from the kiln!
Artist and Past President Karen Freeman
(s donating a recently created pottery
planter to help raise funds for the Dorris Curtis Scholarship Fund.

Visit our Dorris Curtis display at the meeting on Monday June 10
Raffle tickets are just $1 each.

-
Art Walk

"Underwater/Oceans"

CLA, Art Walk, and the Studio
downtown are working
_ together to create a show for

f MR the July Art Walk. We are
e iNViting CLA artists to

participate. Artwork should
follow the theme
Underwater/Oceans, be ready
to hang (artist must provide
command strips), and
appropriate for all audiences.
Art should be labeled

with name, price or NFS, and
contact information. CLA may
use images of artists, their
artwork and their bios for
promotional purposes. CLA is
not responsible for damages
or loss.

Please let Christina Blum know
if you intend to participate as
soon as possible. You may use
the form found in the cover
email, or email her at
artinblum@hotmail.com.

If you have questions, please
contact Christina at
artinblum@hotmail.com

Important Dates

June 28th 1:00PM-3:00PM
Drop off entries at the Studio
Downtown, 1100 Oak St.

July 5th 5:00PM-8:00PM
Conway Art Walk

July 12th Pick up Artwork
11:00AM-1:00PM

f




Please Help - Donate
Your Work

June Meeting

As many of you know, the
Dorris Curtis Scholarship Raffle
has been an important ¥
linitiative over many

years. Each year, with the
generosity of our members,
we have significantly raised
our donation to contribute to
the scholarship awarded to an
art student at UCA. A heartfelt
thank you goes to all the
artist-members who donated
art work.

At this meeting, there were 20+ of us who tried our hand at paint
pouring. Many thanks to Alene Bynum and Christina Blum for
presenting this fun technique.

We all enjoyed going home with our original works of art. And
several members continued practicing the technique throughout the
month.

Planning has begun for next
year's program. Most
important is our need for
donated artwork for the
monthly raffle. Please contact
Marilyn Rishkofski if you are
willing to donate a piece in
the coming year.

We also will use this
opportunity to showcase those
donating artwork, with an
article in the monthly
newsletter, notifications in
social media and of course,
the presentation of your
artwork to the happy raffle
winner at the monthly
meeting!

Your donation of art to our
Dorris Curtis Scholarship raffle
would be greatly appreciated.

Marilyn Rishkofski




cIasses thls summer that W||I keep you from
having to leave the house in the hottest part of

RB Fine Artes day and make sure you don't bake in your

Buick that's been sitting in a parking lot while you were in class.

I’'m offering four one-day workshops in July that you can purchase
a la carte or you can bundle together for savings!

Best of all a single class is only $35! Classes run 2 hours long.

NOTE: when purchasing a class bundle, simply select the first class
you want to register for and start the registration process. You'll
see the option to add a x2, x3, or x4 bundle - this is the total
number of classes you want to take. Make your selection and it
will give you the discounted bundle price - | will contact you to
find out what other classes you want to add and send you the

relevant Zoom links.

Please make sure you include a valid email address that you check
so | can send you any relevant information - you'll only receive at
check out the link to the class you picked to start the registration
process, not the links to all in the bundle.

Click on a class to register or click the button below to go to my
website for more detailed descriptions of the classes.

Visit rbfineart.com and click on Classes for more information.




